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in the movement. We are now in prison awaiting trial, and expect to be convic-
ted tomorrow. We shall probably get about 3 months, but whether with or
without hard labour I cannot say. We shall, of course, refuse to pay the
alternative fines.
I at once wired the circumstances to the Minister of the Interior,
explaining that I had intended to leave for India on Friday at Mr. Gokhale's
request, thus leaving it to him to decide whether or not to proceed with the
prosecution. He has replied that the case should go on. I shall not, therefore,
be going to India. May I suggest that a representation on the subject may be
made to the Imperial Government, pointing out that, with the facts before
them, the Union Government have prevented my joining Mr. Gokhale at
his request in order to assist him in placing the South African Indian question
fully before the Government of India.
I am sure that Your Lordship will agree that, in the circumstances in
which I suddenly found myself, I could not have adopted honourably any other
course of action than I did. In any other case, such influence as I have with
the Indian community would have at once disappeared.
I may add that the spread of the strike along the Coast, on the planta-
tions, is wholly spontaneous, and indeed, strongly against our advice as we
did not wish it to get beyond manageable proportions, But the Government
must now bear the responsibility.
Both Mr. Kallenbach and I are looking forward to an enviable period of
repose and irresponsibility, The strain of the last few weeks upon Mr. Gandhi
especially and ourselves has been tremendous and this withdrawal from public
activity for the time being will be a matter of real relief to us. Mr. Gandhi
was sentenced at Dundee yesterday to nine months hard labour, on three sepa-
rate charges under the indenture law. I am afraid that, meanwhile, until my
release, Your Lordship must derive your news of the movement from Indian
Opinion.
With kind regards,
Tours very truly,
hy. S. L polak
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